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ABSTRACT

A field trail was conducted at the faculty of
Agriculture Experimental farm of Enugu State
University of Science and Technology, to
evaluate the effect of time of planting on the
growth and yield of watermelon in Enugu,
South-east agro-ecological zone of Nigeria
during the 2008 and 2009 growing seasons. The
experiment which comprised of four planting
dates, May, June, July, and August, was laid out
in a Randomized Complete Block Design and
replicated five times. The statistical results of
the study indicated that planting time
significantly (p=0.05) affected percentage
emergence, vine length, flowering time, number
of fruits, and fruit weight. These results suggest
that among the planting dates studied, May and
August are the best planting dates for
watermelon under rain fed condition.
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INTRODUCTION

Watermelon (Citrullus vulgaris) is one of‘ the
important vegetable crops of Nigc::rla. It is a
tender warm season vegetable and is con§umed
in various ways, such as juice. salad.jam. Jelhels‘
and can be eaten raw as fruit and is cultivated in
Nigeria as a rain-fed or irrigated crop. _Allhough
watermelon is cultivated throughout Nigeria. its
production base is in the quthern part of
Nigeria. In South-eastern Nigeria. few fmmc;csi
recently started growing wutermelon.' Yle‘
obtained by farmers 1n tht; Eastern |)1!I1 is LJ)II’"I.L;I
very low due to various yield constraints which

include pest problems. fruit abortion after

flowering, and poor growth (ENADEP, 2007). In a
study carried out at Ishiagu involving different
fertilizer sources Okeafor et al; (2008) reported
watermelon pod yield ranging from 4.50 t/ha to
17.22 t/ha. Fereydoun and Majid (2008) observed
maximum watermelon yield of 21.11 t/ha in a filed
experiment conducted in Iran. The full potentials of
the production in this region have not been realized.
There is little available literature on studies on
water melon production in South-east Nigeria. Any
study that will assist the farmers to improve on the
production is justified.

Klim et al; (1988) observed that sowing date is
among the important factors affecting the growth
and "yield of watermelon. They reported that
watermelon is best planted at the beginning of the
rain or towards the end of rains in areas with high
rainfall. This he said is because the crop is fairly
drought tolerant due to its deep root system and
appears not to require too much water for its
growth. Too much water could cause the rottening
of the root system; reduce the fruit yield and
quality. Srivastava er al; (1989) reported that more
pest infestations on watermelon occur during the
rainy season than dry season due to the sugary taste
of the leaves and fruits. Neidz et al: (1989) found
that planting dates affect seed emergence.
According to the findings of Hochmuth (1988),
watermelon requires a long warm season and high
light intensity. Burki (1996) and Khan et al (2001)
in their studies to determine the effect of different
sowing dates. observed that the early sowing of
Tinde} seeds (Citrullus vulgaris) speed up the
germination days. flowering. fruit setting. maturity
of the fruit and vine length. The study also revealed
that early sowing of Tinda seeds gave better y

ield
performance and quality of fruit. than |

ate sowing.
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